Deborah Gurt

University of South Alabama
Email: dgurt@southalabama.edu

Education
MLIS, Rutgers State University New Brunswick, 2014.
MA, Gratz College, 2010.
BA, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor, 1994.

Academic, Government, Military and Professional Positions

Academic - Post-Secondary

Associate Librarian, University of South Alabama. (August 15, 2023 - Present).
Assistant Librarian, University of South Alabama. (January 2017 - August 14, 2023).
Temporary Faculty, University of South Alabama. (January 2021 - May 2021).
Intern, Emory University. (June 2018).
Adjunct Professor, The University of Southern Mississippi. (January 2013 - May 2014).

Intern, Center for Oral History and Cultural Heritage, University of Southern Mississippi. (January 2013 -
May 2013).

Licensures and Certifications

Certified Archivist, Academy of Certified Archivists. (August 29, 2019 - June 30, 2026).
Professional Memberships

Association of Jewish Libraries. (April 2024 - Present).

Society of Alabama Archivists. (September 2023 - Present).

Alabama Folklife Association. (June 2023 - Present).

Southern Jewish Historical Society. (June 2017 - Present).

Society of American Archivists. (February 2, 2017 - Present).

Oral History Association. (January 1, 2020 - Present).

TEACHING

Teaching Experience
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University of South Alabama
HON 390, Civic Engagement Through Local and Community History, 1 course.

Directed Student Learning

Internship Advisor. (February 2024 - April 2024).
Advised: Brian Lee

Internship Advisor, History. (June , 2023 - July 2023).
Advised: Skyler Oliveira

Undergraduate Thesis Committee Member, "Women Outside the Household in Early Modern Germany,"

History. (February 1, 2021 - April 20, 2021).
Advised: Abigayle Edler

RESEARCH

Published Intellectual Contributions
Book Chapters
Gurt, D., Cooke, K. J. (2024). Building Archives and Creating Conversation: Under-Represented Voices
from North America's Amazon. Building Representative Community Archives: Inclusive Strategies in
Practice. Chicago, IL: ALA Neal-Schuman Press.

Refereed Journal Articles

Gurt, D. (2023). Community Oral History to widen the path: The Jewish Mobile Oral History Project.
Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies, 10(1), 1-17.
https://elischolar.library.yale.edu/jcas/vol10/iss1/2/

Gurt, D. (2019). Speaking of Africatown: a case study in community-university partnership in archiving.
Society of American Archivists Research Forum, 2018, 7.
https://www?2.archivists.org/sites/all/files/Gurt_SAA_2018_final_rev219.pdf

Conference Proceedings

Gurt, D., Cooke, K., Jackson, K. (2021). Underrepresented Activism: Oral History, Folklore, and
Self-Advocacy in the Archives (vol. Annual Meeting 2021). Oral History Association.

Gurt, D. (2020). Surveying the Bounds of Religious Tolerance: Community-Based Archives and the Jewish
Mobile Oral History Project. The Quest for Democracy 100 Years of Struggle: 54th Annual Meeting of
the Oral History Association. Oral History Association.
https://oralhistory.aviaryplatform.com/collections/1110/collection_resources/31446

Journal Articles

Gurt, D. (2018). United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Reference Reviews, 32(2).
https://doi.org/10.1108/RR-10-2017-0196

Periodicals
Gurt, D. (2021). Jewish Mobile's Narrow Bridge (2nd ed., vol. XXVI1, pp. 13-14). Charleston, SC: The

Jewish Historical Society of South Carolina.
https://jagworks.southalabama.edu/usa_faculty staff pubs/9/
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Gurt, D. (Author & Presenter), Oral History Association Annual Meeting, "Surveying the bounds of
religious tolerance: Community-based archives and the Jewish Mobile Oral History Project,” Oral
History Association, Baltimore/virtual. (October 22, 2020).

Gurt, D. (Author & Presenter), Oral History Association Annual Meeting, "'Not all sequins and glitter:"
Queering the archives through oral history," Oral History Association, Salt Lake City, Utah. (October
17, 2019).

Gurt, D., "Palaemon Press Limited Collection, 1977-1986," McCall Library, Rodning Gallery. (September
6, 2019).

Gurt, D., "Robert Eugene Bell: and ordinary extraordinary man," Doy Leale McCall Rare Book and
Manuscript Library, University of South Alabama, Marx Library. (April 4, 2019).

Gurt, D. (Author & Presenter), Teaching Undergraduates with Archives, "Speaking of Africatown: a case
study in art, community and conversation," University of Michigan, Bentley Historical Library, Ann
Arbor, Michigan. (November 8, 2018).

Gurt, D. (Author & Presenter), SAA Research Forum, "Speaking of Africatown: A case study in art,
conversation, and community,” Society of American Archivists, Washington, DC. (August 14, 2018).

Gurt, D., Conference on Teaching and Learning, "Speaking of Africatown: a case study in art,
conversation, and community," University of South Alabama, Mobile. (May 7, 2018).
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https://www.digitalmeasures.com/login/southalabama/faculty/survey/ui/showFile?file=ZGd1cnQvY29uZ3JhbnQvYWxhYmFtYXN0YXRlY291bmNpbG9udGhlYXJ0c2dyYW50c3VibWlzc2lvbi0xLnppcA%3D%3D&surId=17884301&nodeId=140178&sdId=117687991&sdSurId=17884301&rptId=1676&ver=2&sgntr=ghm1SJW%2BU2ry8Za5f9JtJfZHK0g%3D
https://www.digitalmeasures.com/login/southalabama/faculty/survey/ui/showFile?file=ZGd1cnQvY29uZ3JhbnQvTkVIbmFycmF0aXZlICg0KS0xLnBkZg%3D%3D&surId=17884301&nodeId=140178&sdId=148638850&sdSurId=17884301&rptId=1676&ver=2&sgntr=7%2BpRMYScGuzEVCgty29SVuWKKgU%3D

Gurt, D. (Co-Principal), Messenger, D. A. (Principal), "Immersive Civic Learning through Local and
Community History: Emerging University Scholars and Oral History in Southern Alabama,”
Sponsored by David Mathews Center for Civic Life, External to the University, $10,000.00. (August
2022 - July 2023).

JOIP David Mathews Project Narrative Submission April 2022 (3)-1-2.pdf
USA 2022.docx-1.pdf

Gurt, D. (Co-Principal), Cooke, K. J. (Principal), Jackson, K. M. (Co-Principal), Shelley-Tremblay, S.
(Co-Principal), Messenger, D. A. (Co-Principal), "Immersive Civic Learning through Local and
Community History: Emerging University Scholars and the Communities of Southern Alabama,”
Sponsored by David Mathews Center for Civic Life, External to the University, $10,000.00. (August
20, 2021 - August 20, 2022).

JOIP_David_Mathews Project Narrative Submission_April_2021 (DRAFT_SST) Cooke Edits-1.d
0cx
USA JOIP_2021-2022_ Acceptance Letter-1.pdf

Cooke, K. J., Gurt, D., Jackson, K. M., "Literacy Through Deliberative Dialogue Program," Sponsored by
Dave Mathews Center for Civic Life, External to the University, $10,000.00. (January 2021 - 2021).

Gurt, D. (Co-Principal), Cooke, K. J. (Principal), Jackson, K. M. (Co-
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led by Dr. Kern M. Jackson. Funded in part by the USA Center for Archaeological Studies Project:
"Phase 11l Data Recovery for the Interstate-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Widening Project:
Archaeological Sites in the City of Mobile (A21-0182-003)," ALDOT, $10,000,000; (Principal
Investigator: Philip Carr).

Gurt, D. "Jewish Mobile Oral History Project" (Writing Results)
This community archives project will collect a body of narrative interviews from members of
Mobile'sJewish community about the history, development and present day experience of a religious
minority inAlabama. The McCall Library will preserve the interviews as research objects and build a
web portal where they will be accessible. To launch the collection we will host a public event
promoting intercultural exchange and expanding the ability to understand the experience of another.

Gurt, D., Carr, P. J., Jackson, K. M., Price, S., Turner, W., Wood, L., Christopher, R., Coughlin, S.,
Stickler, J., Jones, J. J., Morini, R. S., Messenger, D. A, Hines, R., Cyr, H., Beebe, D. A., Schultze, S.
R., Bakatic, C., Nelson, E. L., Mehta, J. "Realizing the Value of Archaeology: Beyond Single-Authors
and Embracing Collaborations.” (On-Going)
Philip Carr, Sarah Price, William Turner, Laura Wood, Raven Christopher, Sean Coughlin, Justin
Stickler, Kern Jackson, Jada Jones, Ryan Morini, Deborah Gurt, David Messenger, Rachel Hines,
Howard Cyr, D. Alex Beebe, Steven Schultze, Cassandra Bakotic, Erin Nelson, and Jayur Mehta,

We, the people of the United States, grapple with the past, both the recent past, such as January 6th,
2021, more distant with the 1619 Project (Hannah-Jones), and more distant still such as illuminated by

-Ortiz). Today, Teaching History with
Integrity, a primary initiative of the American Historical Association, demonstrates this critical
juncture. By bringing archaeologists, historians, oral historians, public outreach professionals, and
others in collaboration, we seek to overcome the limits of our individual datasets and efforts in order to
create a synergy that provides new explanations and understanding of the past.

-10

Mobile River Bridge Archaeological Project” at the 78th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern
Archaeological Conference, Little Rock, AR.

SERVICE

Editorial and Review Activities

Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies. (November 11, 2022 - November
30, 2022).

Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies. (November 15, 2021 - November
23, 2021).

Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies. (August 31, 2021 - September 9,
2021).

Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies. (September 25, 2020).

Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies. (April 22, 2019 - May 15, 2019).

Invited Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies. (January 2018 - February 2018).
Department Service

Committee Member, Institutional Repository Implementation Committee. (January 8, 2021 - Present).
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